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TAGS: BDIS, NO 

SUBJ: $1.3 MILLION /COMMISSION" FOR NORWEGIAN SHIPOWNER 
STEPHANSEN-SMITH 

1. ALL MAJOR OSLO DAILIES REPORTED ON APRIL 29 THAT NORWEGIAN 
SHIP EINN J. STEPHANSEN-SMITH HAD RECEIVED IN 1971 WHILE 

HE WAS WITH HAGBARD WAAGE SHIPPING, A NORWEGIAN COMPANY, A 
$1.3 MILLION DOLLAR "COMMISSION" (SOME PAPERS SAID "BRIBE") 

FROM OGDEN CORPORATION OF THE U S. THE COMMISSION IS 
ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN PAID IN CONNECTION WITH A CONTRACT FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION FOR WAAGE AT OGDEN'S AVONDALE SHIPYARD IN THE U.S. 
OF TWO DRILLING RIGS. STEPHANSEN-SMITH LEFT WAAGE IN APRIL 1975. 

2. THE PRESS REPORTS ARE BASED ON A PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY 
WAAGE ON APRIL 28 IN WHICH WAAGE CLAIMED IT HAD NO KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE COMMISSION UNTIL AETER STEPHANSEN -SMITH LEFT AAAGE 
AT WHICHTIME HIS OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS WERE EXAMINED. 

ALTHOUGH ORGEN WAS, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS RELEASE, EVASIVE 
WHEN WAAGE ASKED OGDEN WHETHER IT HAD PAID STEPHANSEN-SMITH 
A COMMISSION, STEPHANSEN-SMITH IN THE FALL OF 1975 AD- 
MITTED TO RECEIVING $800,000 AND, EVENTUALLY $1.3 

MILLION FROM OGDEN. 

3. STANLEY FRANKEL, VICE PRESIDENT OF OGDEN, TELEPHONED 
EMBASSY FROM NEW YORK ON APRIL 29. HE STATED THAT HE 
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HAD RECEIVED MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WAAGE PRESS RELEASE AND 
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STORIES APPEARING IN NORWEGIAN NEWSPAPERS. AT HIS 
REQUEST EMBASSY TRANSLATED PRESS RELEASE FOR HIM INTO 
ENGLISH OVER TELEPHONE AS IT APPEARED IN "VERDENS GANG" 

(A POPULAR OSLO DAILY) 

4. THE OSLO CRIMINAL POLICE HAVE INSTITUTED AN INVESTIGATION 
OF THE CASE. 

BREMER 
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